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D. LETTERS OF CONSULTATION ON PROTECTED SPECIES AND
CULTURAL RESOURCES

This appendix presents the letters of consultation concerning protected species and cultural resources for
the four proposed SNS sites that were sent out by the Department of Energy (DOE), and the responses
received from the agencies concerned.  Agencies/individuals contacted include the affected States’ Fish
and Wildlife Services, Department of Environmental Conservation, and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (when applicable) concerning threatened and endangered species.  Also contacted were the
States’ Historic Preservation Officers concerning cultural resources.  The letters of consultation are
presented in the following order:

Site Letter Addressed To Subject Reply Addressed To
James Widlak
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

Threatened &
Endangered (T&E)
Species

James L. Elmore
U.S. Department of Energy

Joseph Garrison
TN Historical Commission

Cultural Resources Ray T. Moore
Department of Energy

Reginald G. Reeves
Department of Environment
and Conservation

T&E Species No Reply

ORNL

Lt. Col. Christopher Young
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

T&E Species James L. Elmore
U.S. Department of Energy

Jennifer Fowler-Propst
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

T&E Species G. Thomas Todd
U.S. Department of Energy

LANL

Lynne Sebastian
Historic Preservation
Division

Cultural Resources No Reply

Benjamin Tuggle
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

T&E Species Michael Flannigan
U.S. Department of Energy

ANL

Anne E. Haaker
Illinois Historic Preservation
Agency

Cultural Resources No Reply

Nancy Davis Ricci
NYS Dept. of Environmental
Conservation

T&E Species K. Dean Helms
U.S. Department of Energy

Sherry Morgan
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

T&E Species K. Dean Helms
U.S. Department of Energy

BNL

Julian Adams
NYS Office of Parks, Rec. &
Historic Preservation

Cultural Resources No Reply
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ORNL CONSULTATION LETTERS
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Figure 4.1.2.1-2.  White Oak Creek drainage.
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Figure 4.1.5.2-1.  Wetland areas within and adjacent to the proposed SNS site.
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LANL CONSULTATION LETTERS
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Protected and sensitive species found on the LANL, as reported in the site-wide EIS for LANL.

SPECIES

FEDERAL
STATUS/
SPECIES
OF
CONCERN

STATE
STATUS HABITAT NEEDS COMMENTS

ANIMAL SPECIES

American Peregrine
Falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum)

Endangered Threatened • Uses the juniper savannah,
pinyon-juniper woodland,
ponderosa pine forest, and
mixed-conifer forest
vegetation zones

• Requires cliffs for nesting

• Forages on
LANL.  Nests and
forages on
adjacent lands

Whooping Crane
(Grus americana)

Endangered Endangered • Requires rivers and marshes

• Roosts on sand bars

• Migratory visitor
along the Rio
Grande and
Cochiti Lake

Southwestern
Willow Flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii
extimus)

Endangered Endangered • Requires riparian areas and
vegetation

• Requires dense riparian
vegetation

• Potential presence
on LANL and
White Rock
Canyon

• Potential nesting
area on LANL

• Present in Jemez
Mountains

• Present in riparian
zone near
Española

Bald Eagle
(Haliaeetus
leucocephalus)

Threatened Threatened • Rivers and lakes • Observed as a
migratory and
winter resident
along the Rio
Grande and on
adjacent LANL
lands

Mexican Spotted
Owl (Strix
occidentalis lucida)

Threatened Sensitive
(informal)

• Mixed conifer, ponderosa
pine

• Prefers tall, old-growth
forest in canyons and moist
areas for breeding

• Forages in forests,
woodlands, and rocky areas

• Breeding resident
on LANL, LAC,
BNM, and SFNF
lands

• Critical habitat
designated on
SFNF lands

Jemez Mountain
Salamander
(Plethodon
neomexicanus)

Species of
Concern

Threatened • Uses the mixed-conifer
forest vegetation zone

• Requires north-facing, moist
slopes

• Permanent
resident on
LANL, LAC,
BNM, and SFNF
lands
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Protected and sensitive species found on the LANL, as reported in the site-wide EIS for LANL (continued).

SPECIES

FEDERAL
STATUS/
SPECIES
OF
CONCERN

STATE
STATUS HABITAT NEEDS COMMENTS

Baird's Sparrow
(Ammodramus
bairdii)

Species of
Concern

Threatened • Uses the pinyon-juniper
woodland, ponderosa pine
forest and mixed-conifer
forest vegetation zones

• Observed on
SFNF lands

Spotted Bat
(Euderma
maculatum)

Species of
Concern

Threatened • Uses the pinyon-juniper
woodland, ponderosa pine
forest, and spruce-fir forest
vegetation zones

• Requires riparian areas

• Roosts in cliffs near water

• Permanent
resident on
BNM and SFNF
lands

• Seasonal
resident on
LANL

New Mexico
Jumping Mouse
(Zapus hudsonius
luteus)

Species of
Concern

Threatened • Uses the mixed-conifer and
spruce-fir forest vegetation
zones

• Requires riparian areas

• Requires water nearby

• Permanent
resident on LAC
and SFNF lands

• Overwinters by
hibernating

Flathead Chub
(Platygobio gracilis)

Species of
Concern

Unlisted • Requires access to perennial
rivers

• Permanent
resident of the
Rio Grande
between
Española and
the Cochiti
Reservoir

Ferruginous Hawk
(Buteo regalis)

Species of
Concern

Unlisted • Uses the juniper savannah and
pinyon-juniper woodlands
vegetation zone

• Observed as a
breeding
resident on
LAC, LANL,
BNM, and
SFNF lands

Northern Goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the mixed-conifer,
ponderosa pine, spruce-fir
forest vegetation zones

• Observed as a
breeding
resident on
LAC, LANL,
BNM, and
SFNF lands

White-Faced Ibis
(Plegadis chihi)

Species of
Concern

Unlisted • Requires perennial rivers and
marshes

• Summer
resident and
migratory
visitor on the
Rio Grande and
SFNF lands
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Protected and sensitive species found on the LANL, as reported in the site-wide EIS for LANL (continued).

SPECIES

FEDERAL
STATUS/
SPECIES
OF
CONCERN

STATE
STATUS HABITAT NEEDS COMMENTS

Loggerhead Shrike
(Lanius
ludovicianus)

Species of
Concern

Unlisted • Uses the juniper savannah,
pinyon-juniper woodland,
ponderosa pine forest, and
mixed-conifer forest
vegetation zones

• Observed on
LAC, BNM,
and SFNF lands

Big Free Tailed Bat
(Nyctinomops
macrotis)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the juniper savannah,
pinyon-juniper woodland, and
ponderosa pine forest, and
mixed conifer forest
vegetation zones

• Roosts on cliffs

• Migratory
visitor on LAC,
BNM, and
SFNF lands

Fringed Myotis
(Myotis thysanodes)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the juniper savannah,
pinyon juniper woodland,
ponderosa pine forest
vegetation zones

• Roosts in caves and buildings

• Observed on
LANL, BNM,
and SFNF lands

Long-Eared Myotis
(Myotis evotis)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the ponderosa pine
forest, mixed-0conifer, and
spruce-fir forests vegetation
zones

• Roosts in dead ponderosa pine
trees

• Summer
resident on
LANL, LAC,
BNM, and
SFNF lands

Long-Legged
Myotis (Myotis
volans)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the pinyon-juniper
woodland, ponderosa pine
forest, and mixed-conifer
forest vegetation zones

• Roosts in dead conifer trees

• Summer
resident on
LANL, LAC,
BNM, and
SFNF lands

Small-Footed
Myotis (Myotis
ciliolabrum)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the juniper savannah,
pinyon-juniper woodland,
ponderosa pine forest, and
mixed-conifer forest
vegetation zones

• Roosts in cliffs and caves

• Observed on
LANL, BNM,
and SFNF lands

• Overwinters by
hibernating

Yuma Myotis
(Myotis yumanensis)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the juniper savannah and
pinyon-juniper woodland
forest vegetation zones

• Roosts in cliffs and caves near
water

• Summer
resident on
LANL, LAC,
and SFNF lands
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Protected and sensitive species found on the LANL, as reported in the site-wide EIS for LANL (continued).

SPECIES

FEDERAL
STATUS/
SPECIES
OF
CONCERN

STATE
STATUS HABITAT NEEDS COMMENTS

Occult Little Brown
Bat (Myotis
lucifugas occultus)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the pinyon-juniper
woodland and ponderosa pine
forest vegetation zones

• Requires riparian areas

• Forages over water

• Observed on
SFNF lands

Pale Townsend's
Big-eared Bat
(Plecotus townsendii
pallescens)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the pinyon-juniper
woodland, ponderosa pine
forest, and mixed-conifer
forest vegetation zones

• Roosts in caves

• Observed on
LANL and
BNM lands

• Overwinters by
hibernating

Goat Peak Pika
(Ochotona princeps
nigrescens)

Species of
Concern

Sensitive
(informal)

• Uses the mixed-conifer and
spruce-fir forests vegetation
zones

• Requires boulder piles and
rockslides

• Observed on
LAC and BNM
lands

Gray Vireo (Vireo
vicinior)

Unlisted Threatened • Uses riparian area in the
juniper savannah and pinyon-
juniper forests vegetation
zones

• Observed on
LAC, BNM,
and SFNF lands

PLANT SPECIES

Wood Lily (Lilium
philadelphicum L.
var. andium) (Nutt.
Ker)

Unlisted Endangered • Grows in the ponderosa pine
forest, mixed-conifer, and
spruce-fir forests vegetation
zones

• Requires moist soil

• Observed on
LAC, BNM,
and SFNF
lands

Yellow Lady's
Slipper Orchid
(Cyprepedium
calceolus L. var.
Pubescens (Willd.)
Correll)

Unlisted Endangered • Requires riparian areas

• Grows in the mixed-conifer
forest vegetation zones

• Requires moist soil

• Observed on
BNM lands

Helleborine Orchid
(Epipactis gigantea
Dougl.)

Unlisted Rare and
sensitive

• Requires riparian areas

• Grows in the juniper savannah
and pinyon-juniper woodland
forests vegetation zones

• Requires springs, seeps, or
other wet areas

• Observed on
LAC lands

Note:  This listing was developed with information and guidance provided by biologists from LANL; the FWS; the
USFS; the NPS; the National Biological Service; the NMDGF; the New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural
Resources Department; and the New Mexico natural Heritage Program, as well as consultations with independent
consultants and reviews of the technical literature.
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ANL CONSULTATION LETTERS



DOE/EIS-0247
Appendix D SNS FEIS

D-36

This page intentionally left blank.



DOE/EIS-0247
SNS FEIS Appendix D

D-37



DOE/EIS-0247
Appendix D SNS FEIS

D-38



DOE/EIS-0247
SNS FEIS Appendix D

D-39



DOE/EIS-0247
Appendix D SNS FEIS

D-40

This page intentionally left blank.



DOE/EIS-0247
SNS FEIS Appendix D

D-41



DOE/EIS-0247
Appendix D SNS FEIS

D-42



DOE/EIS-0247
SNS FEIS Appendix D

D-43

BNL CONSULTATION LETTERS
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